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UPCOMING EVENTS
5th February
Wandoan Swimming Carnival
11th February
Meet, Greet and Eat
15th February
Miles and District
Swimming Carnival (9-15)
17th February
Student Council Inductions

Welcome to our 2021 Preppies!
PBL FOCUS:
Weeks 1 and 2:
“I know my school and class routines”
EXPLICIT IMPROVEMENT AGENDA 2021
“READING”
Newsletter article deadline:
Monday 12pm
admin@wandoanss.eq.edu.au

19th February
Miles and District Cricket
26th February
Miles and District Netball
1st March
South West
Swimming Carnival (10-19)
10th March
South West Girls Cricket

P&C Meeting
July 23
5.00pm, Juandah Hotel

To be advised
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T 07 46288 888 | F 07 46288 800 | E the.principal@wandoanss.eq.edu.au | Office Hours 8.15am—3.15pm

From the Principal’s Desk …..
Welcome to 2021
Firstly, I would like to say a very warm welcome back to
2021, to our students and their families. We are very
excited for the year ahead and are looking forward to
everything that it holds. We have had a great start to the
year and have many things in store.
I would also love to extend a warm welcome to the first
time parents of Wandoan State School and to our brand
new preppies, who are attending school for the first time.
It has been incredible to see the way that they have
become so comfortable with attending school and
adapting so well to our setting.

Why must I send my child to school?
Under Queensland law, you
must make sure your child
of school age is enrolled
and attends school all day,
every school day unless
they have a reasonable
excuse.
Illness, doing work
experience, competing in a school sporting event or going
on a school excursion are reasonable excuses for being
absent from school.

I would also like to thank the Wandoan School and
community for the warm welcome.

Principals decide if the excuse given for your child’s
absence is reasonable.

Explicit Improvement Agenda: Reading

Avoid keeping your child away from school for:

Our Explicit Improvement Agenda (EIA) this year is
reading. This means that as a school, we will be on a
journey aimed to improve reading outcomes for all of our
students. It is our aim to ensure that all of our students
are monitored and supported appropriately and that we
use and refine our ‘best teaching practice’ when
explicitly teaching reading.



Attendance

Return to school COVID-19 protocols

Each week in the newsletter I will be publishing the
current school-wide attendance rate. This year we are
aiming for 95% attendance across the school. Students
who attend 97-100% of the time will be rewarded at the
end of the term and those who have 100% attendance
during the week, will also go into the draw to have lunch
with the Principal. Currently, our attendance rate is at
93.1% for the year.

Last week I released a letter via social media regarding
COVID-19 protocols. It is with great excitement that we
have been able to lift the 2020 school restrictions and begin
our school year welcoming all of our school families back
into school grounds as the Queensland Government has
declared that all of Queensland is currently at Response
Level 1: COVID Normal.

Why is regular attendance at school important?
Regular school attendance will mean that your child gets
a better chance at life. Your child will achieve better
when they go to school all day, every school day:

Birthdays, shopping, visiting family and friends, if
they sleep in, looking after other children, minor
check-ups or care such as haircuts.

Routine medical or other health appointments should be
made either before or after school or during the school
holidays.

At this level, we as a school have been able to return to
almost school normalcy, including:



Allowing parents and families back onto school
grounds for drop off and pick up.



Visitors and activities helpers are required to
continue to sign in and out via the office at all times.



they learn better



they make friends



Parent attendance at weekly parades



they are happier





they have a brighter future

Undertaking sporting and cultural events while
maintaining social distancing protocols.

From the Principal’s Desk continued…...
For more information regarding frequently asked
questions for parents, please visit the link below.
https://qed.qld.gov.au/about-us/news-and-media/novelcoronavirus/frequently-asked-questions-for-parents
It is expected that as a community we continue to abide by
the ‘new normal’ community expectations and we ask for
your continued support in ensuring the health and safety
of all remains our highest priority.
While restrictions have been lifted, please avoid
lingering, remain ‘socially distant’ on school grounds and
wash hands regularly.

Meet, Greet ‘N’ Eat
Next Thursday the 11th of February, we will be opening
our school grounds to parents and families.
Meet, Greet ‘N’ Eat is an opportunity for the school to be
able to engage with families in an informal atmosphere.
The evening will commence at 4:30pm and each
classroom will be opened at staggered intervals, to give
parents with more than one child at school the chance to
see each classroom and to hear from their child’s teacher.
Following the classroom visits, there will be a short
address from myself, followed by school trivia-teering from
6-6:30pm.
All parents and families are more than welcome to attend
and it will be a great opportunity to support your child’s
education, hearing about what will be happening in the
school and classrooms this year. There will also be a free
BBQ dinner available.

About me
Again, I would like to thank the Wandoan community for
the warm welcome my wife Kate (who is a teacher) and I
have received. We are very much looking forward to the
opportunity of living and working in this wonderful town.
We have recently moved from a small town on the Darling
Downs named Leyburn, where I was Principal for the last
number of years. Prior to that we have lived and worked in
numerous towns across South West Queensland.

Swimming Carnival

I have many interests including teaching and learning,
sport, hiking, camping and travel.

This Friday, the 5th of February, as many of you will know,
we will be hosting our annual swimming carnival. I very
much look forward to seeing our students enjoy the day at
the pool. It is always a great day for the students and for
the school community.

I have very high expectations for students within this
school, especially in the areas of behaviour, academic
learning, effort and in ‘having a go’. I believe that regular
communication is important. If you have any issues, please
be ‘solutions focussed’ and work respectfully with myself or
members of staff towards a timely resolution.

Please remember that the swimming carnival is a
normal school day and part of our student’s school
curriculum. It is my expectation that all students attend the
day. Please see later in the newsletter for further
information.

Again, I look forward to meeting
and working with all of you, and
am excited for the year ahead at
Wandoan State School.
Jack Mathewson
Principal

Student Awards—Respect, Responsibility and Reaching

Students of the Week
Prep—Layla S
(top left)

Year 2—Skylah A
(top middle)

Year 3—Isabelle M
(top right)

Year 4—Chelsea K
(middle, left)

Year 6—Riley K
(middle, right)

Secondary
Quinlan R
(bottom, left)

Tristan Z
(bottom, right)

Meet, Greet ’N’ Eat

PBL

Staff Welcome
We welcome Miss Caitlyn Illangasinghe
(to be known as Miss I) as our Year 5/6 teacher. She
comes to us from the Sunshine Coast and is looking
forward to working with the students and meeting
parents and the community.

We hope you enjoy your time in Wandoan, Miss I.

2021 Student Council Members
Congratulations to our
2021 Student Council
members, who were
announced on
parade this week.
They will be officially
inducted into their
positions on
Wednesday, 17th
February at 8.45am.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club will be
available each morning.
Toast with a variety of
spreads, muesli bars and
fresh fruit will on offer.

Sport
School Swimming
School swimming started last week in HPE lessons and will be running until the end of Week 5 of Term
1. Please ensure that students bring the required equipment for their lesson at the pool. This includes
togs, towel, swimming shirt and goggles.
Please see the swimming timetable below::
MONDAY
Year 9/10 PE
9:30am – 11:10am
Year 7/8 PE
11:55am – 1:25pm

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

Year 3/4 PE
11:55am – 1:25pm
Year 1/2 PE
2:00pm – 3:00pm

Year 5/6 PE
11:55am – 1:25pm
Prep PE
2:00pm – 3:00pm

If any parents are interested in coming to help on specific days, please let Miss Irwin know –
eirwi20@eq.edu.au
**Upcoming Sports Events and Trials**
Wandoan Swimming Carnival – Friday 5th February
10-12yrs Miles & District Basketball (Miles) – Wednesday 10th February
9-15yrs Miles & District Swimming Carnival (Miles) – Monday 15th February
10-12yrs Miles & District Cricket Trials (Miles) – Friday 19th February
13-19yrs Miles & District Netball Trials (Wandoan) – Friday 26th February

Australia Day Awards

Elli Z received the Western Downs Regional Council’s Local Sports Australia Day
Award. She is pictured here receiving her award with Mrs Dinah Fraser, our
pharmacist, who received the Local Volunteer of the Year Award.
Congratulations to both recipients.

Swimming Carnival 2021
When: Friday 5th Feb (Week 2) 8:00am Start – 1:00pm Finish (approx.)
Where: Wandoan Swimming Pool
What to Bring: Togs, swimming cap, towel, sunscreen, water, hat and sun safe
clothing (house colours). A canteen will be running on the day.

Freestyle

Events offered in 2021
Backstroke
Breaststroke
Butterfly

99m
66m
33m or
15m
(participation)

99m
66m
33m or
15m
(participation)

99m
66m
33m or
15m
(participation)

Individual
Medley

99m
9yrs and
66m
above
33m or
15m
(participation)

Novelty events:
BEST DRESSED
PENNY DROP
HOUSE RELAY RACES
STUDENT VS. PARENT VS. STAFF RELAY RACE
Students are to be collected from the pool at approximately 1:00pm. Students
who catch the bus need to speak with their bus drivers about collection from
the pool.
Please ensure that you complete the COVID-Safe check in at the front of the
pool before entering and practice social distancing when inside the venue.

SWIMMING CARNIVAL MENU ON PAGE 13

Swimming Carnival — Rules of Competition
Competing Houses:
Cherwondah – Yellow

Cooringa – Green

Juandah – Red

1. Points for each length event will be awarded as follows:
FIRST

8 points

SECOND

6 points

THIRD

4 points

FOURTH

2 points

PARTICIPANT

1 point

2. There will be NO FINALS. In all events the place getters will be determined on TIMES.
3. Age groups are calculated by year of birth. Students born in 2006 and earlier will
compete in the 15 years and over age group.
4. To be eligible for age champion, students must compete in a minimum of 50% of
length events offered (unassisted). 15m or kickboard events do not count towards age
champion.
5. If a tie for 9 – 12yrs or 13 – 19yrs overall champion occurs, the student with the
fastest time in the 100m freestyle will be the recipient of the award.
6. 15m events are offered as participation activities for Prep – Year 3. No place points
will be awarded for participating in these events, however each student will be awarded
a point for their participation. Swimming aids will be utilised in these events.
7. 33m events will only count towards individual age champion points for 5-8yrs. 33m
events will not count towards individual age champion points for 9-19yrs, however
they will count as participation/house points.
8. If 2 or more students finish the day on the same number of individual age champion
points, both will receive the age champion award.

Swimming Carnival — Rules of Competition continued…...
9. The criteria to receive the encouragement award is as follows:
- Student actively participates in events
- Student encourages teammates and peers competing in the carnival
- Student consistently demonstrates school expectations and values throughout the day

10. Any decision made by the referee/convenor is FINAL.
11. Protests, if any, must be lodged to Carnival Convenor within 10 minutes of the
completion of the contested event.
12. Selection for the district carnival will be made on places and on the basis of 2
nominations per event as well as meeting the SWSS qualifying times.
13. Please ensure that there is silence for the start of each race.
14. To start each race a whistle blow will indicate to take the back of the block. The starter
will then use the command ‘Take your marks’ to allow the swimmers to take their starting
position. Once all swimmers are still the gun will sound.
15. Age champion medallions will be presented at the conclusion of the carnival. Place
ribbons will be handed out on the day. A participation ribbon will be handed out to
students that participate in novelty events on the day.

16. The little pool is considered out-of-bounds for the duration of the carnival, including
siblings with parents.
17. False starts – at our school carnival level, if a false start occurs the offending student
will receive another chance. However, if the student false starts twice, they will be
disqualified for that event. At district and South West level a one-start rule applies, where
the offending student is disqualified at the conclusion of the race. The referee will alert
students to this, in preparation for these future carnivals.

18. Parents/guardians/students cannot approach timekeepers or recorders. Times will be

2021 Sporting Information
Wandoan State School Sport:
Please read the weekly newsletter for any sporting updates and upcoming trial dates.
Nominations will be taken from students at school and a permission note will be sent
home. Permission notes need to be returned by the due date or the nomination will
not be accepted.
Once school permission notes are handed in, students will be given an M&D Trial
Permission Form that will need to be filled out and taken to the trial. If you do not
take this form to the trial, you will not be considered.
Carnival assistance (timekeeping, coaching, and managing) will be required at all
carnivals throughout the year.
When participating in any school sport, students need to maintain high behaviour and
sportsmanship standards as they are representing our school. If behaviour/
sportsmanship becomes an issue, students will not be able to attend future sporting
events.
Miles & District Sport:
PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS ARE ADVISED THAT, UNLESS LEVIES ARE PAID IN FULL OR
A FORMAL PAYMENT PLAN CREATED AND ADHERED TO, THAT STUDENTS WILL
NOT BE ELIGIBLE FOR REPRESENTATIVE SPORT.
All team trials will be held as a selection carnival for 10-12 years only. Schools will
nominate individual students, not teams. At the carnival, the students will be placed
in randomised groups for skills and drills before playing in mixed teams for selection.
Individual sports will still be run as a 9-15 years carnival.
District sports will not be offered if a coach/manager cannot be sourced.
M&D Forms – if your child is selected in an M&D team, the form is to be handed to the
Wandoan State School office for Principal approval. The form is then forwarded to
the M&D Executive School (Miles State High School). Payment of the M&D levy and
uniforms is to be made to the MSHS via direct deposit. Cash payment will not be
accepted.
M&D uniforms are delivered to students either via the school office or handed to your
child at their training session.
When attending M&D trials, students need to maintain high behaviour and
sportsmanship standards as they are representing our school. If behaviour/
sportsmanship becomes an issue, students will not be able to attend future trials.
Students are responsible for communicating with their teachers to catch up on any
missed work whilst away at trials.

2021 Sporting Information continued…………..
South West Sport:
South West forms are to be returned to Wandoan State School office for Principal
approval. The forms are then forwarded to the manager of the South West team.
Levy and uniform payments are made via direct deposit to the Manager’s School
as per the selection paperwork.
When attending SW trials, students need to maintain high behaviour and
sportsmanship standards as they are representing our school. If behaviour/
sportsmanship becomes an issue, students will not be able to attend future trials.
Students are responsible for communicating with their teachers to catch up on any
missed work whilst away at trials.

Swimming Carnival Menu
MENU
Hot Chips - $3.50
Scallops - $1.00
Pie - $4.50
Sausage Roll - $3.50
DRINKS
Soft Drinks - $2.50
Slushies S-$2.50 M-$3.50 L-$4.50
Water - $2.00
Coffee - $4.00

Term 1 Sporting Calendar

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
29

30

28

6

27

13

26
Australia Day Holiday

12

20

25

11

19
M&D Cricket (10-12)

13

Week 1

10
M&D Basketball (10-12)

18

12
M&D Boys Rugby League
(14-19)

20

6

11
SW Boys Cricket (10-12)

19
SW Girls Cricket (13-19)

4

9

17

25

26
M&D Netball (13-19)
@ Wandoan
5

18

3

8

16

24
SW Basketball (10-12)

4

17

25
State Swimming (19)

2

Week 3

15
M&D Swimming
Carnival (9-15)

23

3

16

24
State Swimming (12)

26
M&D Netball (10-12)
M&D Boys Rugby League
(11-12)
State Swimming (19)
2

1 FEBRUARY

Week 4

22

2

15
M&D Touch (13-19)

23
State Swimming (12)

1 APRIL

Week 2

Week 5

1 MARCH
SW Swimming
Carnival (10-19)
9

Week 8

22
State Swimming (12)

31

5
Wandoan Swimming
Carnival

Week 6

8

27

Week 7

10
SW Girls Cricket (10-12)

Week 9

30
SW Boys Rugby League
(14-15)

3

Saturday

27
State Swimming (19)

Week10

29
Wandoan Cross
Country Carnival

Term 4 PBL Celebration Day 2020

First Day of School 2021

Community Notices
WORLDS GREATEST SHAVE FUNDRAISER
DATE SAVER
“THE SMALL FAMILY GIVING BACK”
HAPPENING AT THE MILES GOLF CLUB ON
THE 6TH MARCH STARTING AT 3PM

We will be bringing to you lots of fun stuff to
be revealed in the coming weeks
*Family friend event
*Lots of head shaving and colouring. So if you or
anyone you know would like to participate let us
know
*Lots of entertainment and food
*Covid compliant – everyone will be required to
sign in
*Look out for our raffles – Miles Foodworks and
Miles Newsagency

